
CITY OF HIGHLAND, KANSAS 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL 
October 10, 2018 

5:00 P.M. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jesse Marriott, Terry Gibson, and Rocky Ruhnke,  
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  Matt Peterson and Dana Clary 
 
CITY EMPLOYEES PRESENT:  City Attorney Ted Collins, City Clerk Joann Karn, City Maintenance Trevor 
Saunders, and Police Chief Brandon Whetstine 
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Bill Hargis and Misty Allen 
 
PRESIDING:  Mayor Charles Batchelder 
 
Mayor Batchelder called the regular city council meeting to order. 
 
Jesse Marriott moved and Rocky Ruhnke seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2018, regular 
city council meeting.  Motion carried 3-0 
 
Jesse Marriott moved and Rocky Ruhnke seconded a motion to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried 3-0 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Bill Hargis expressed concerns about the city’s oil and chat program on asphalt streets and ask if the council 
had sought community feedback.  Discussion followed on the relative quality and expense of oil and chat 
versus asphalt.  He also expressed displeasure with the location of stop signs on Pennsylvania St.  The council 
explained why the locations were chosen.  Mr. Hargis suggested that speeding tickets were a better solution.  
The council thanked Mr. Hargis for bringing his concerns. 
 
Misty Allen, representing Highland EMS, asked for Main Street to be blocked off on October 28th, 3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
for the Highland Trunk or Treat; a $150 donation from the city for prizes and the mayor to judge the trunk contest (1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes).  Rocky Ruhnke moved and Jesse Marriott seconded a motion to block off Main Street, Sunday, 
October 28, 2018, 3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., donate $150 for prizes and the mayor to judge the trunks.  Motion carried 3-0 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS: 
Mayor Batchelder- Had visited with maintenance regarding a flashing yellow light at South Kansas Street city limits.  
Mr. Saunders explained moving the two lights from the crosswalks, install them on the same pole as the Christmas lights, 
and Dan Freeman Electric could install for less than $100.  Rocky Ruhnke moved and Terry Gibson seconded a motion 
to authorize up to $500 to move the flashing lights, purchase signage and comply with the standard traffic ordinance at 
the south city limits entrance.  Motion carried 3-0  Rocky Ruhnke and Matt Peterson wished to change places on the 
committees; therefore, Mayor Batchelder appointed Rocky Ruhnke to water/sewer and Matt Peterson to personnel. 
 
Attorney Collins – Following ideas of Councilmembers Peterson and Ruhnke on a sidewalk policy, Attorney Collins will 
bring back a resolution next month for adoption. 
 
Clerk Karn – Reported the community center rental for Saturday, November 3rd wished to extend the close time to 1 a.m.  
Jesse Marriott moved and Terry Gibson seconded a motion to extend the closing time by one hour on November 3rd.  
Motion carried 3-0  Rocky Ruhnke, for Smithton Lodge, asked for community center rental consideration for Friday, 
November 30th but tabled until next meeting.  Terry Gibson explained the roofer review/bid of the north and south side of 
the maintenance building and the city has 15 gallons of roof seal that can be applied.  Building/Grounds committee 
looking into the insurance adjustor’s allowance amount and meet Oct. 17th a.m.  Snowflake Festival is Friday, November 
23rd, 5-7 p.m. and asking for the 300 block of West Main be blocked off as past years.  Jesse Marriott moved and Terry 
Gibson seconded a motion to block off the 300 block of West Main, Friday, November 23rd, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
for the annual Snowflake Festival.  Motion carried 3-0  Garrett, Governmental Assistance Services has the LMI/MHI 



surveys fundamentally complete with the LMI population at 54% and can meet USDA sample requirements for the MHI 
surveys although GAS plans to return to Highland to obtain a few more signatures. 
 
Police Chief Whetstine – Contacted Highland Insurance regarding reserve officers and reported the city is currently 
covered.  Attorney Collins reviewed the current ordinance which established a force not to exceed two (2) members and 
announced Chief Whetstine adopted the operating procedures.  Attorney Collins explained the officers serve, voluntarily, 
without compensation, under the supervision of the Chief of Police.  They have general police powers when so serving, 
but have no powers when off duty or not under such supervision.  They should receive ongoing, relevant training, but are 
not required to be certified officers.  Chief Whetstine requested Mayor and Council approval of Chris Waggoner and 
Kevin Thompson to serve as reserve officers under current policy.  Terry Gibson moved and Jesse Marriott seconded a 
motion to allow Chris Waggoner and Kevin Thompson to be Reserve Officers for the city.  Motion carried 3-0  (Standard 
Operating Procedures and Ordinance #328 attached.)  Chief Whetstine reported Motorola repaired his radio and Officer 
Williams 400 system radio is not fixable.  Rocky Ruhnke moved and Jesse Marriott seconded a motion to approve the 
purchase of a radio for $821 with payment split between the Diversion and General Fund.  Motion carried 3-0  Chief 
Whetstine began work on code enforcement and sent out 10 or 12 letters and if nothing is done, citations can be issued.  
Attorney Collins provided an update on the derelict structures. 
 
Maintenance Saunders – Reported on the Light Project.  Two LED lights were installed in the office and there is a total 
of 162 bulbs in city hall.  Rocky Ruhnke suggested, along with consensus of council, to use the spending limit of the 
mayor and maintenance supervisor to move forward with the replacement of the LED lights following a check to see if 
there is a price break for purchasing in bulk.  If cost effective to purchase in bulk, bring bid to the November council 
meeting for consideration.  Minier Park is needing 200 to 220 tons of dirt.  Miller Construction could supply the dirt at a 
cost of 15-18 ton of top soil for $80.  Rocky Ruhnke requests this be tabled until later. 
 
COMMITTEE UPDATES:  
Finance Committee – Jesse Marriott – Nothing at this time 
Law Enforcement Committee – Matt Peterson – Absent 
Parks and Rec. Committee – Dana Clary absent – Rocky Ruhnke reported the need to comply with the insurance 
review. Councilmember Clary is asking the city to purchase three (3) playground swing mats at approximate $160 each.  
Rocky Ruhnke moved and Jesse Marriott seconded a motion to purchase three (3) playground swing mats at $160 each.  
Motion carried 3-0 
Street and Alley Committee – Rocky Ruhnke – Planning for next year’s Spring time projects along with reviewing 
options for city property (old depot, Anthros, etc) 
Water and Sewer Committee – Terry Gibson – Reviewed the KRWA letter regarding perfecting water rights and the 
possibility of using well #3 for irrigation. 
Planning & Zoning – Matt Peterson, Jesse Marriott – Nothing at this time 
Personnel Committee – Jesse Marriott – Nothing at this time 
 
Governing Body Comments 
Terry Gibson commented that Trevor Saunders installed 9-meters today and his work around town has been noticed. 
 
Jesse Marriott moved and Terry Gibson seconded a motion to adjourn at 6:17 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________          ___________________________________ 
   Mayor             City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 


